THE PRES!DENT gets a Warm
welcome as he wraps up
a European tour.

' ByNICOLEITANO
CORRESPONDENT |

TIRANA, ALBANIA - Dogged by protest for

much of his European tour, President
Bush received a warmer welcome

Sunday in Albania, a former com-
munist country eager to show that it

remains one of Amenca S staunchest
allies. |
Tirana, the capltal was festooned

with giant American flags and the
premdent was greeted by Albanians
in red-white-and-blue Uncle Sam top
hats. Mr. Bush, the first sitting presi-
dent to visit Albania, traveled down a

boulevard renamed in his honor.

- "We have come to give our hearts

—=

~ American sentlment

~ erance. Officia

0 icommumsm

4 emergmg from midday prayers last
week said they welcomed Presn:lent

Bush. |
Few of the men were bearded and
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to America and to ‘President Bush

to say that we are w1th them in the

war on terrorism and we appreciate

what they have done for Kosovo and

for Albanians,” says Arjanit Iljazi, a
" nurse who waited for hours to catch
‘a glimpse of Bush in a central square
Sunday mormng i
i see this weekend’ |

Albanians

visit, the second-to-last StOp on the
j.fpre31dent’ s Eastern European tour, as
~a reward for their country’s staunch
 pro-American sentiment and its sup-

port of US antiterrorism efforts. It’s

sent troops to Iraq and Afghamstan ’

‘rorist-financiers, and taken in eight |
former Guantanamo Bay detainees
_whom no other countly would take
| m

general of the Albaman \
Foreign Affairs. |
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pro-

The roots or- Ali
people ‘here

say, date to Woodrow Wilson’s sup- L=

port of the country’s independence
after World War [ and were cemented " et iy N oY
1 expressed mixed opinions about the | '

ing the 1999 NATO intervention

in Kosovo a majority ethnic Albanian

province of Serbia. Albanians also see
the US as the strongest advocate for
the independence of Kosovo, whose
status is due to be reviewed by the
- UN Security Council this month.
- Although Albania’s contribution f
to the wars in Iraq and Afghamstan
- are numerically small - 120 troops in*
Mosul, and 30 in Afghanistan with an’

addltional 110 to come soon - they

| of moderate Ism and rehgxous to l-
the country has a Stmng sec o

ethos after nearly a quarter of a cen-
tury of state-enforced athelsm under

......

b | appremated the fact that Albama

is a model of religious tolerance,”
~ Bush said in a press conference with
~the Albanian prime minister. “And I
~ appreciate the fact that Albania is a
- trusted ﬁ'tendandastrongally” '

Even in nmquos, they love US

Pro-American sentiment is wide-

spread here, even among Albania’s
_Muslun falthful At the hlstonc

mmmmm

'ﬁrana, the WOI'ShlpBI‘S

rowed searves from a plastlc bag

near the entrance.,

e N

“There is a strong fee]mg of grate- Tl
fulness that the Albanian people | =
~ nourish towards the United States, R
- whether it be their politicians or
~ people,” says Ferit Hoxha, secretary [ S

‘one in

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

imam, Shaban Saliaj, who is also the
mufti - the highest Sunni Muslim

leader - of Tirana and looks very
much like the professor of geophys-a 2
ics he once was. “Everyone is grate-
ful for what the Americans did in

Kosovo

Mr. Sahaj does not support the_"_'

S Wi

" Koran forbids killing, he says - -but |
& e iy o ¢ oannot find somethmg for your family,” he

01‘1 the streets, other Albamans 5 52 b el i

wars in Iraq and Afg

still supports the US.

military campaigns there. But there

‘is little public debate in Albania

about ;,helr government’s support of

the wars, _and it’s difficult to find any-

| pohtlctan or ordmarye
s bad to say

person, who has anyt
about America.

“I think the sentiment is pro- |
American rather than pro-Bush,”

freedom and democracy

Poorcountryudthlﬁghhopea
During the communist

era,

Albania was perhaps the most iso-
lated and underdeveloped countryin |
Europe. The country is still one of the |
poorest on the continent, but since |
“ the end of communism in 1992 it has |
allied itself closely with America and
‘Western Europe. 2
TR country hopes to gain NATO '
‘membership in 2008 and, eventu-
ally, to win a place m the Eumpean‘ o

Union.

~ Bush reiterated the United States’
‘support of Albania’s NATO bid and
emphasized that he is ‘committed to
| -Kosovo i1

aining its mdependenee
_ Seremb Gjerm who d

fnends in hopes of catchmg a glixnpse_

~ of the president, says he came to
_ 'thank Bush for America’s support
- “We want better relauons between,_” o

' the two counmes Sagne the mosque s

ars wduld be patient.

: ‘freedo‘m’ in Albama
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. helping refugees resettle.

! 'low at the Center for Oonstinmonal nghts |
| is tepresentmg"" Muhammiad in a lawstiif a;
former-S'

- “We have a saying in Kosovo that |
| good things come slow il

Al

| TIRANA, ALBANIA - Abu Muhammad amved in Albama
| tied to his seat and g
- soldiers. The choice w

arded by armed American
n he arrived, he says,
was stark: accept asylum in Albania - one of the |
Europe’s poorest natlons —~orreturnto Guantanamo .

Bay, where he spent more than four years as a |

 detainee.

“There’s nothing here You cannot find a job.

| odyssey has taken him from Paldstan”-
~ where he had been granted refugee status
by the United Nations refugee agency, to
‘Guantanamo, and finally here to a refugee
_ Center on the outskirts of Tirana. i
~ One of eight former Guantdnamo detain-
~ ees cleared by the US military and granted
~asylum by the Albanian government at the |

. request of the US, Muhammad - who uses

a pseudonym because he fears retribution

7 in Algeria - is now trapped
ina country where he doesn*t speak the lan-

ructure: for: ¥

‘guage and there is little in

~ But while Albania may hardly be the 1dea] |
~ destination for the eight people released, 30

| to40 other detainees remain cleared to leave
v but stuckm Guantanamo o L |

amo because thex Ware picked up in

b legat fel-
whtch |

of Defense nald Rumsfeld and' '

.....

nAlgeman natibeial Muhammad was hving |

says Endri Fuga, director of commu- i '_ in Pakistan - where he says he was working

nications for Mjaft! Movement, one | &
of Albania’s largest activist organi-
~ zations. For many Albanians who
remember communism, he says,

‘America still represents the ideal of |
| and then-pregnant wife. He has a daughter now O,

whom he has never seen.

as a teacher for a nongovernmental organi-

zation - when pohce came to his door in the mlddle
ts kot s }i BT e

says, but took him away anyway “for veﬁﬁcanon
That was the last time he saw his five children

A doctor by training, | ”Muhammad speaks

| English, Arabic, and French - all softly - and shows

no rage at the US. He says he is happy to be free

~but he sees little future for himself in Albania. He'
gets food, accommodation, and a small stipend

from the government, but jobs are --searce and he |

despairs of ever bringing his family. :
“Bring my family? Where?” he says. *"They say |

they will give you one house with two rooms for |

two persons. How can I take my fam_l_[y et
room‘?' I have six children.”
Ofﬁmally, the US says Muhammad is “no lon-

ing hnn say there is no ewdenee that he ever posed it
a threat to the US. He was held for an additional 18
months in Guantdnamo after being cleared by an
internal panel before being transferred to Albania

| -f agamathismllmNovemberZOOG

Now he spendsh:stimetmmmelntemat o

catch up on five years of missed news, and looking |
| for Jobs He hopes eventually to move to a Freneh
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