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THREE PRISONERS

COMMIT SUICIDE

AT CUANTANAMO |

5. SEES ACTS AS PROTEST

Deaths Come Amid Rising -
Criticism of Treatment
of Terror Detainees

By.JAMES RISEN
and TIM GOLDEN .
WASHINGTON, June 10 — Three

detainees being held at the’United
States milltary prison at Guanténg- -
mo Bay, ‘Cuba; committed sulclde
early on Saturday, the first-deaths'of -
-detalnees to be reported at the mil-
itary prison since it ‘opened-in early
2002, United’ States mﬁitary ofﬁciais

e deaths come d¢ & time of .
mountmg Internatioral -criticism’ of
‘the Bush administration’s handling
| of tertorism suspects at Guantana- "~
mo- anid -othef” prisons’ around the -
world, Presiient Bush, who was 4t ©
Camp David on Saturday, expressed
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themselves i
| made of shee

before they cou,
ical personnel.’

ee
-‘of the ordmary ina celi an
that.a prisoner had ‘hanged:¥ :
Admiral Harrls sald guards and a
medical teamrushed in to try to save -
the Inmate's life but were unsuc: .
cessful. Then, guards found twooth. _
er detainees in 'nearby cBils hd -
Hanged themselves as well; all werg
.proncunceddead by aphysxcaan o

:Military officlals on Saturday sug- -
gested thatthe three suicides were -
form: of a coordinated protest.

“They .are smart; they are cre--
ative, they are committed,” Admlral
Harris sald. “They have no regard
for life, neithey ours nor their own.
believe this was not an act of despers -
atfon, but -an act of asymmetricax
warfare waged agalnst ug.”

The Naval Criminal Investlgative
1 Service has- opened an investigatlon -
inte the: deaths, and tie State De. |
partment has netifled the govern: -
ments of Saudi Arabia and Yemen, -
according to a statement. issued on | -
Saturday by the United States South. - .
ern Comiand, the-military. organ; - -
{zation ‘that oversees Guantanamo;. -
Allthree men left sulcide notes in Ar~ :
abic, officials sald. One of the detain: - -
ees was a mid- or high-level Qaeda i
operative, another had been capr ' .
tured in Afghanistan and the third ¢
was a member of a splinter group, ~
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Three Detainees Commit Suicide at Gganta?namo Prison
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Admilral Harris said, in an account
by The Assoclaied Press. He said af
three had participated In hunger
strikes al the detention center.

He saiki the acts were tled to a
“mystical” belief at Guantdnamo
that three detainees must die at the
camp for all the detalnees to be re-
leased. There have been 41 suicide
attempts by 25 detainees since the
facility opened, officlals said.

Lawyers for the detainees, human
rights groups and legal associations
have increasingly questioned wheth-
er many of the prisoners ¢an even
rightfully be called terrorists, They
note that only i0 of the roughly 465
men leld at Guantdname have been
charged before military tribunals,
and that recently released docu-
ments Indicale that many have nev-
er been accused even in administra-
tive proceedings of belonging to Al
Qaeda or attacking the United
States,

Advocates {or the detainees said
they believed the sulcides resuited
from the deep despair felt by in-
mates who are being held indefi-
nitely. .

“The total, intractable unwitling-
ness of the Bush adminlstration to
provide any meaningful justice for
Mese men Is what is at the heart of
these tragedies,” said Bill Goudman,
the legai director of the Center for
Constitutional Righis, the New York
advocacy group that oversees law-
yers representing many of the de-
talnees. “We all had the sense that
these men were getting more and
more hopeless, There's been & pen-
eral sense of desperation that's been
growing.”

Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, a lawyer
at Dorsey & Whitney in New York
whe represents one detainee who has
repeatedily attempted suicide, said,
“These men have been told they wiil
be held at Guantdhamo forever
They've been toid that while they're
held there they do not have a single
right."Foreign governments and in.
ternational  organizations  have
stepped.up their eriticism of detain-
ee treatment ab Guanldpnamo, Jusl
tast month, & Unlted Nations treaty
panel reviewing the United Stateg’
compliznce with the nternational
prehibition on torture argued that
Guantanamo should be shut down,
Last week, the Council of Europe is-
sued a separate Investigative report
that sald the United States had creat-
ed a "reprehensible network’ of deal-
Ing with terror suspects, highlighted
by secret prisons believed to be in
Eastern Europe and other patlons
ground the world.

Responding to the growing furor
gver the issue In Burope, President
Bush said in an fnterview with Ger»
tsan teleyision In May that he would
like te close the Guantdnamo prison,
but that his administration had to
awail the outcome of a Supreme
Court ruilng on whether the detain-
eeg should be tried by civilian courts
or military conmnissions,

Meanwhile, the situation inside the
detention center has grown miore voi-
atile in recent months, with reports
that prisoners have engaged in hun-

A Troubled Detention Center

Since January 2002 the mililary has reporied 41 suicide atternpls at Guantaname, as well as dozens of incidents
classilied as "manipulative, sell-injurious behavior.” Three suicides yesterday ware the first reponied dealns.

: By Al 2003 Inan eight-day A tolal of 350 A manths-long Detanees
Doclors begin there werg 24 protest, 23 "self-harm” incidents  hunger strike involves  allacic guards
force-feading sticide allermnts delainees try to were reported a 131 detainees al its afler two
wo delainees by 17 delainegs hang or strangle  Guantdnamo in peak, butis virtually  prisoners
who had baen 4 i " themselves. 2003, including 120 broken afer the atlempt
fasling lor nearly ; "hanging gestures.”  mililary begins using  suicide using
amonth, Do restrainl chalvs for hoarded
i force-eeding. medications.
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ger strikes, other sulcide atfempts
and violent attacks on guards.

" Lawyers for the defainees have
predicted for months thai some
would kill themseives. They have
complained repeatedly about their
acceys o the detainees, and have lit-
gated in federal courts 1o iry to get
more information about the prison-
ers’ medical and psychelogicat
health,

The lawyers have alse strenvouslty
protested the administration's ef-
forts to have all litigation over the
treatment of the detainees dismissed
under the Detainee Treatment Act, 4
law signed by President Bush on De-
cember 30 that would strip the courts
of jurisdiction to hear habeas corpus
petitions [rom detainees,

Action on nearly all of those peti-
tions has been suspended in recent
months, pending a ruling by the Su-
preme Court this month on the case
of a former driver for Osama bin
Laden. While Defense Department
officials took new measures to try to
hreak a wave of hunger strikes that
began last summer, they alse un-
dertook a review of the procedures
they would foliow in the event of de-
tainee deaths.

In public statetnents, Defense De.
partment officials have often dis
missed the detainees’ suiclde at-
tempts as fess than serfous and as
the actions of Lrained Qaeda terror-
ists to manipulate public opinion.
The first hunger strikes by detainees
at Guantdname began soon after the
camp opened In January 2002, and
two of these prisoners were forcibly
fed through tubes thai year, Dozens
of other suicide attermpts followed.

CGver one eight-day period in Au-
gust 2603, 23 detainees tried to hang
or strangle themselves, including 10
on a single day. But the Pentagon did
not disciose the eplsode umil Janu-
ary 2005, and lawyers {or the detain-
ees have complalned about what
they say has been a patiern in which
the government has wihheld infor-
matlon about suicide attempts or
minifrized their impottance,

In late 2003, military officials at
Guantdnamo began to re-classify
many of the sulclde atlempts as

“manipulative, seif-njurious behay-
ior? that was intended o bring pres-
sure for better conditlons or for re-
lease. Gfficials at Guantianamo ac-
knowledged that those designations
were not necessarity made after any
formal psychologlcal evaluation,

But early last summer, as & new
wave of protests brolte out, officials
al Guantaname and at the Pentagon
grew increasingly concerbed, De-
fentse Department officlals said,

Doctors overseeing the treatment
of detainees at Guantanamo sought
new guldasce from the Pentagon
about the circumstances under
which they could force-feed hunger
strikers by tubes inseried through

A situation grows
more volatile as
protests mount.

their noses and into thelr stomachs.
The officials said a new initiative
was uhdertaken this year to discour-
age the detainees from killing them-
selves by having military and med-
ical persennel and cite passages in
the Koran that condern suicide. The
detainees were also systematically
told that annual reviews of their sta-
tus as “enemy combatants” had been
completed, that they would remain
al Guantdnamo for at least another

year, and that they should reconciie

themselves to the situation, Defense
Bepartment officials said.

At that time, the Pentagon also be-
gan Lo reassess its procedures for the
burial of detainees or the transfer of
their remains in the event that any of
them succeeded in committing sul-
cide, military officials said.

The military's review of the hun-
ger-strike issue, which included sen-
ior Pentagon officials and officers of
the United States Southern Com-
mand, which gversees Guantdnamo,
eventuaily ted to a decision {0 begin
strapping those detainees who re-
fused to eat into metal “restraint

The Mew York Times

chairs' while they were force-fed.

After the use of the chairs was dis-
closed by The New York Times in
February, military officials insisted
ihat they were acting only to save the
lives of hunger-striking detainees
who were precariousty close to seri-
ous harm or death.

But Defense Department records
and military officials suggest that,
only a handiul of the detainees who
were then belng force-fed had lost se
much weight that they were classi-;
fied by doctors there as “severaly.
malnourished.” The restraint chair
was used on all of those who refused
to eat, military officials said, regard-
less of their medical condition,

For months after the use of the re-
straint chalrs became public, law-
yers for the detainees and other crit-
les of United States detention policy
predicted that the tougher measures
would push the prisoners to take
more radica steps to end their lives,

What may have been the most se-
rigus such incident before Satur-
day's suicides came on May 18, when
two detainees were found uncon~
scious in their ceils after ingesting a
large quantity of anti-anxiety medi-
cation that various prisoners had ap-
parently hoarded for the purpose.
Another detainee said he had also
tried to commit suicide but did net
have enough medication; military
officials said they did not believe his
attempl had been serious.

Military officials said other detain-
ees vielently attacked guards in sub-
sequent searches of their cells. A few
of the detainees have since tokl their
fawyers that the upheavat was pro-
voked by guards who mistreated the
prisoners’ Korans as they lore
through their cells.

Another brief bunger strike began
barely two weeks later, the military
authorities sald, and eventually in-
volved some 75 detainees, The chief
spoikesman for the military tasit’
[orce charged with guarding and in-
terrogatlng the detalnees, Cmdr,
Robert Durand of the Navy, de-
scribed that episcde, like others be-
fore it, as ah “altention getting” ef-
fort intended to Increase public pres-
sure for their release,




