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Deportees’ life bleak in Haiti

The U.S. expulsion of
convicts, on hold for a
year after the quake,
resumes to the outcry
of rights activists.

ALLYN GAESTEL
REPORTING FROM
PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI

Dumped in a squalid
holding cell and then
shunned by a society he
doesn’t know, Patrick Escar-
ment struggles to learn Cre-
ole and build a life in earth-
quake-devastated Haiti.

His arrival here this year
was not voluntary. Escar-
ment was in the first group
of Haitians with criminal re-
cords to be deported from
the United States to Haitiaf-
ter a one-year moratorium.

After the Jan. 12, 2010,
earthquake that destroyed
most of this capital and
killed more than 300,000
people, the Obama adminis-
tration suspended deporta-
tions. The practice resumed
three monthsago, tothe out-
cry of human rights activists
and the protest of the Hai-
tian government.

Escarment was born in
the Bahamas to a Haitian
woman trying to move to the
United States. When he was
4, they moved to Florida,
where he had lived ever
since. He said he got in-
volved in small-time drug-
dealing during “real tough
times” after his mother’s
death and spent 18 months
on probation on a cocaine-
sales conviction.

Because his only paper-
work was Haitian, Escar-
ment was placed on an over-
night flight from Louisiana
and taken to Haiti for the
first time in his 21 years. He
and 26 traveling compan-
ions were immediately cart-
ed off to a police station and
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placed in a holding cell in
conditions he describes as
hellish.

“The place was so dirty,
mold everywhere,” Escar-
ment said. “They don’t give
you tissue to use the bath-
room, the toilet is all clog-
ged.... They don’t give you
covers to sleep on, nothing,
we had to sleep on concrete.”

Inapetitionfiled with the
Inter-American Commis-
sion on Human Rights, the

Center for Constitutional
Rights and other groups lik-
ened the deportations to a
“death sentence,” citing the
unsanitary conditions in the
holding cells and the cholera
epidemic in the country.

One of the men who ar-
rived with Escarment died,
apparently of cholera, short-
ly after being released from
the holding cell.

“The United States can-
not deport anyone if there
would be a violation of their
right to life, or their right to
family life, especially if they
have children, and their
right to fair trial and due
process,” SunitaPatel, anat-
torney with the Center for
Constitutional Rights, said
in aninterview.

The U.S. deportation pol-
icy applies to noncitizens
who receive sentences of a
year or more in jail. An esti-
mated 700 Haitians are slat-
ed for deportation this year,
said Barbara Gonzalez of
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement.

This month, Washington
deported a second group of
19 Haitians convicted of
crimes.

Deportees are systemati-
cally detained upon arrival
in Haiti; because they are
rarely wanted on charges
here, the government re-
leases them once their fami-
lies are identified.

Haiti’s chief prosecutor,
Harycidas Auguste, ac-
knowledged that detaining

deportees is against Haitian
law, which requires speedy
processing of suspects and
bans the jailing of Haitians
who completed sentences in
other countries. The deten-
tions, he said, are “com-
pletelyillegal and arbitrary.”

But the secretary of state
for public safety, Amarick
Louis, defended the policy:
“We can’t consider these
people to be saints; we have
to consider them as they
are.... We have to control
them on some level.”

A few high-profile crimes
by deportees appear to have
sullied the reputation of the
entire population. Most,
however, try to find jobs
teaching English or using
skills they picked up in the
U.S., said a government offi-
cial who handles theissue.

When Escarment and his
companions finally left the
holding cell, they found
themselves in an unfamiliar
country, adrift in a sea of
homelessness and unem-
ployment, judged harshly by
society as they try to rebuild
theirlives.

“Some people have the
assumption that deportees
are coming back to do mis-
haps, to steal and destroy
and rob people,” said Moise
William, a 38-year-old de-
portee with three children in
the United States.

Serge Dorval, a deportee
now living in a tent, likened
the situation for the un-
popular new arrivals to
“putting raw meat in a tank
of piranhas and expecting it
to still be there tomorrow.”

There are few support
services for the deportees.
Michelle Karshan runs Al-
ternative Chance, a small or-
ganization that has worked
with deportees for a decade.

“It’s not a popular sub-
ject, and after the earth-
quake even less so0,” she said,
“because it’s adult criminals
from the States, it’s not a
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poor peasant child.”
Alternative Chance pro-
vides assistance that in-

ment is struggling to find his
way in Port-au-Prince,
where he lives with an aunt

He said he has even con-
templated suicide. “This de-
portation,” he said, “has

cludes job training and con- whom he just met. Heleft a been a downfall for me.”
flict resolution, but Karshan pregnant girlfriend behind Gaestelis a special
says it cannot replace gov- inthe U.S. and regrets that correspondent.

ernment services.
Still unemployed, Escar-

he won’t be able to raise the
child.
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SENT BACK: A deportee arrives in Port-au-Prince from the U.S. Deportees are
detained upon arrival in Haiti and released once their families are identified.
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